
Action 
Research: 
Getting 
the best 
out of 
boys 



1. APPROACHES TO SEATING AND GROUPING BOYS

2. DEALING WITH BOYS WITHOUT SHOUTING OR 
NAGGING

3. HOW BOYS LIKE TO LEARN (OR LEARN BEST)

4. HOW WE CAN GET RELUCTANT BOYS TO WRITE WELL



‘A seating plan to soothe the male ego’ 
in The Guardian

Ofsted suggest that the best way of getting serious work out of 
boys in a mixed school is getting them to sit with slightly 
lower ability girls.

Phil Beadle



‘A seating plan to soothe the male ego’ 
• If they are sat with higher ability girls then they just go into learned 

helplessness mode.

• If they are sat next to girls of the same ability range they go all stupid and 
competitive. 

• But if you sit them with girls they can help, they change character 
immediately…



Limit what you say
(e.g. say it in a word; use a gesture)

Keep it positive
(e.g. state positive expectations; point 
out what needs to be done)



How do you 
think boys like 
to learn or learn
best?



Debrah Myhill found that underachievers take 

little part in whole-class teaching episodes and 

that underachieving boys withdraw from 

positive class interactions very early in 

their school careers 

Ofsted, 2003



Teacher-led discussions 
– A dissenting view
No one actually learns anything... One 
person speaking at a time leaves thirty 
others in a state either of utter passivity or, 
worse still, totally zoned out.



How can we get 
our most 
reluctant boys to 
write well?
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One minute rant
Take it in turn to rant about the topic of...

• One person rants while the other(s) takes notes, listening 
out for interesting words, phrases or ideas 





Your 1st sentence will include the key term ‘particle’

Your 2nd sentence must use the connective ‘because’ 

Your 3rd sentence must start with the phrase ‘Owing to…’

Your 4th sentence will include a statistic from ...

Your 5th sentence will use a simile …



Raising Boys

‘Success with boys means accepting their nature 
while directing it in good ways. Trying to turn boys 
into girls is doomed to failure.’

Raising Boys, Steve Biddulph (1997)



Getting the best out of boys and girls 

… the issue of effective teaching styles for boys 
were “simply discussions about the essence of 
high quality teaching” (p.86)

Gender and education: the evidence on pupils in England 
(Department of Education, 2007)



SO IN A NUTSHELL:

1. GROUP CAREFULLY (AND TINKER)

2. LIMIT WHAT YOU SAY; KEEP IT POSITIVE 

3. LIMIT OR BREAK UP WHOLE CLASS INTERACTION

4. TALK BEFORE SILENT WRITING; GUIDE THE 
WRITING 


