
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

TEACHING AND LEARNING 
SHARING GOOD PRACTICE   Issue 6, November 2013 

Welcome to the first Teaching and Learning Bulletin of 2013. It’s been a busy half term for Teaching 
and Learning at Beaumont: two learning lunches, an INSET led by the T&L team and some 
department INSETs as well. We also have two new ways for you to keep in touch. 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter @BeaumontTl 

Follow the T&L blog at http://beaumonttl.wordpress.com/ or 
follow the QR code. 

Our second Learning Lunch was held in the final week of last half term with the theme ‘Pupil Engagement’. Nat 
Moody led the session and a nice pre-prepared starter proved that you should never underestimate the power of 
stationary in engaging pupils!  

 

a 

Five minutes to plan: 
• Good ol’ Slap the Board 
• Have a joke on the board (this could be 

subject specific) 
• Ambiguous starter (i.e. questions without 

a clear answer) 
• Students highlight their best sentence in 

a piece of writing and feedback to the 
group 

Ten minutes to plan: 
• Present your work in the style of… 

(newsreader, mime, panto) 
• Competition! Pupils race to correct 

inaccurate information or sentences 
• Pick your home-learning 
• Read a text aloud – pupils guess what 

happens next 

Twenty minutes to plan: 
• Treasure hunt for information around the 

classroom 
• What’s in The Box? Provide clues to a 

concept, character or a historical figure 
• Grammar Goblin and Vocab Vulture 

• Swap partners halfway through a task to refocus 
• Relate to the real world and personalise learning 
• Use a TA to give pupils who are struggling smaller tasks and building blocks 
• and finally… never underestimate post-its and fineliners! 

Beaumont held its first Teachmeet on Friday 8th November. 70 teachers from the area came to share ideas and 
best practice in Teaching and Learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, slides used during the Teachmeet, as well as a video recap of the event, please visit the 
Teaching and Learning Blog. 

@jivespin  #beaumontteachmeet - what a splendid event! Great 
ideas. Great people. Great atmosphere. More than happy to 
support the next one! 

@music_kts #skills4success is a fantastic initiative that KTS students could certainly benefit from 
#Beaumontteachmeet #standout 

@LizzieJSeymour So inspired! 
#beaumontteachmeet 
 



Busy Bees at Beaumont! 
Thank you to all members of staff who shared the way in which they used or adapted ideas from the Buzz 
INSET. Here are just a few examples… 
 
 
 

I really liked Thoughts and Crosses from the INSET so I made my own for angle rules with year 7. It's a topic that they 
already know a lot about from Primary School, so instead of me telling them what they already knew, the students 
worked in pairs and then shared their answers. It worked well because they could then go on to answer questions by 
themselves, building on the knowledge they already had.     Fiona Rosler (Maths) 

I cut up lots of different questions, in Spanish. The questions were based on the topic we have just completed: 'basic 
greetings'. Together, pupils had to ask each other the question, listen and check each other’s response. After which 
they swapped questions and moved on to another person. It worked brilliantly as I became the 'facilitator' and was able 
to weave my way around the class and monitor their progress and correct mistakes. Elena Piazza (Spanish) 

I used the Thoughts and Crosses grid with differentiated 
calculations on an electricity topic. The students were 
engaged. They boys got competitive about doing as 
many as possible. Graham Sargen (Science) 

I have planned a Total Recall lesson for French in which 
they are going to have a text about their topic (health) 
with some key words/phrases missing.  
 Sue Lutz (French) 

Student Voice: Teaching and Learning 
 
The Teaching and Learning Committee is here! 
Sub-groups are currently devising questionnaires that will be 
used to find out what students at Beaumont have to say 
regarding what engages them most in learning, and what 
the best kind of written feedback is. Key findings will be 
published in subsequent bulletins. 
 
Many of these pupils are keen to observe, praise and give 
constructive feedback to teachers. Please contact me if you 
teach any of these students and are interested in using them 
as a ‘teaching tool’. 
 
7L: Charlie Garnham  
7N: Rachel Andrews 
8A: Lois Markey / Eleanor Foster / Lewis Figg 
8E: Alice Fraser / Paul Knight 
9N: Greta Geller 
10S: Sophie Khanna / Chloe Dickinson Macrae / Ellen Dean 
11A: Mahi Islam  / Kate Doidge    
  

Here is my ‘buzzing’ idea… 
 
Wheel of Thoughtune! 

 
• Use a big spinner or individual spinners 

(laminated). Pupils or teacher to write questions 
on the spinner. The spinner has different colours: 
green, amber, and red. These show the 
increasing difficulty of the question. Pupils can 
write their own questions on these sections to 
assess the learning objectives.  
 

• It is then spun and you can then choose 
someone to answer the questions or get the 
pupils to do it in pairs and answer the question 
that it lands on.  
 

• A little time consuming to make, but once done 
you have a brilliant plenary or starter.  

 
Fiona Pinkerton 

Some of your others ideas from the INSET… 
 

• Dominoes – could be adapted to English 
by choosing characters which link to 
themes in the text or to social/historical 
context. 
 

• Use a Tarsia game for art topics and 
techniques. 
 

• Try and adapt an activity into a TV show 
the pupils love (e.g. X Factor or I’m a 
Celebrity) and give the pupils characters. 
 

• Make it real and turn the lesson into a 
debate. 

 
If you haven’t already, have a look in the 
staffroom at some of the other bees! 

I add some buzz to vocab or grammar drills by taking short 
exercises and placing them around the room. Pupils are doing 
the exact some work but get to move about and work 
independently – instantly more exciting than book work! 
     Beth Ashton 

Using ‘expert groups’ to generate ‘buzz’ - in lessons or as 
part of pre-learning 
  
• Make different groups of students take responsibility for different 

sub-topics. Give them prompts/questions/information to engage 
with. 

• From the outset, make students aware that they might be 
the only member from their sub-group who will teach 
others from different groups. Apply pressure: they are not to let 
others down! 

• When you feel that sub-groups have indeed become ‘experts’, 
form new groups that have at least one ‘expert’ from each 
original group. 

• Enjoy monitoring the ensuing discussion and exchange of 
information - or just daydream for a bit while they get on with it!
     

Michael Tatham 


